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Welcome to PAW! Our members range from absolute beginners to nationally recognized professional turners. We 
take woodturning and safety seriously, tempered with friendly humor and camaraderie. We hope you'll feel right at 
home at our meetings and events. 

Purpose
Prescott Area Woodturners is an Arizona non-profit and an affiliate chapter of the American Association of 
Woodturners (AAW), operating since 1997. Our mission is to inform, educate, and foster the art and craft of lathe-
turning for members, educational institutions, and the public. 

Membership
Membership is open to anyone interested in woodturning. Annual dues (see the Membership Application) run on the 
calendar year and are due by end of December; unpaid dues after Feb 1 result in removal from the roster. Dues 
starting July or later are half-price.  

Each member gets a nametag, which doubles as your membership card and sign-in bar code. Wear it and scan your 
barcode at monthly meetings. We strongly encourage joining the national AAW (www.woodturner.org) — select 
“Prescott Area Woodturners” as your chapter. 

Communications
Visit www.prescottareawoodturners.com for the calendar, newsletters, meeting notes, Board members, member 
gallery, Bylaws/Policies, and links. Meeting reminders and announcements go out by email, so keep your address 
current in the Roster. 

Monthly Meetings
Held the 4th Saturday of the month at 12:00 PM at the Yavapai Exceptional Industries (YEI) building, 6708 Corsair 
Avenue, Prescott. Open to members and guests; free parking around the building. Enter the back door (look for the 
PAW sign); bring your own folding chair. Meetings run about 2 - 2 1/2 hours and include club business, 
announcements, Show-and-Tell, a safety discussion, and a featured demonstration. Guests must sign in with the 
Membership Director. 

Show-and-Tell: bring your work! Lessons learned are just as valuable to share as flawless pieces — don't be shy. 

Other Regular Gatherings
● Tuesday Breakfast — Informal meetup Tuesdays at 7:00 AM at BackBurner Restaurant (Prescott Valley) 

to talk about projects; pay individually. 
● Mid-week Demo — A member-hosted shop demo, usually following breakfast, covering tools/techniques 

in more depth. This demo is ad-hoc. Members only, for liability reasons (Hold Harmless Agreement 
applies). 

● Chips & Grits (Zoom) — Monthly online discussion with a featured topic plus open Q&A/Show-and-Ask. 
Details and link sent by email. 

Annual Highlights



● Club Annual Picnic — Club provides the main dish and drinks; members bring a side. RSVP required. 
● Holiday Dinner (December) — Replaces the December meeting; members and significant others, advance 

registration/payment required. Optional ornament exchange. 

Community Support
● Empty Bowls — Members donate wooden bowls for this Courthouse Square fundraiser benefiting Yavapai 

County Food Banks (prescott-empty-bowls.square.site). 
● Beads of Courage — Members turn lidded containers for children coping with serious illness 

(www.beadsofcourage.org); mostly delivered to Phoenix-area hospitals. 

Club Sales & Public Events
PAW takes part in sales that benefit the club financially and events that are educational/recruiting-focused (full rules 
in the Bylaws — Policy 2). Participation is decided yearly by the Board and announced in advance. 

● Stocking Stuffer (December) — The club's main fundraiser; donated items sold to benefit Sheriff's Jeep 
Posse and PAW. 

● Mountain Artists Guild (May) — Live lathe demos on the Square for recruiting; members may sell; 
volunteers always needed. 

● Holiday Show (November) — Indoor show; members may sell items. 
● Prescott Farmers Market — Held twice a year with live demos for education/recruiting. Sales go to support 

the club. 

Benefits
● Mentoring — Experienced members help with skills, techniques, and equipment guidance. 
● Vendor Discounts — Local/national suppliers offer member discounts; (list on website - password 

protected). 
● Yavapai College — Offers credit woodturning classes at the Prescott campus for all skill levels 

(www.yc.edu). 

Safety
Woodturning carries real risk of injury. Follow AAW safety guidelines (PAW Policy 6) and see AAW's free “Safety 
for Woodturners” ebook for members. Our Safety Chair and Mentors are happy to help with questions. Joining 
PAW means accepting the Hold Harmless Agreement (posted on our homepage). Please learn and turn safely! 

Friendship & Camaraderie
PAW's success comes from its members. As one member put it, PAW offers “an unparalleled experience with 
attuned members giving willingly of their time,” and another cited “the social element united in an interest in 
craftsmanship.” Whether you're experienced or just starting out, come join us, ask questions, and enjoy the 
satisfaction of turning a work of art. 

More information: PAW — www.prescottareawoodturners.com   |   AAW — www.woodturner.org 


